Diffuse bilateral glomerulocystic disease of the kidneys and multiple cardiac rhabdomyomas in a newborn. Relationship with tuberous sclerosis and review of the literature.
A case of glomerulocystic disease of the kidneys in a newborn is described. The kidneys were very large and diffusely cystic. Histologically, all portions of the nephron were involved and some of the cysts were lined by a prominent hyperplastic eosinophilic epithelium. This, together with the presence of numerous cardiac rhabdomyomas, a nodular haemangiomatous harmartoma and histiocytoid cell nests in the spleen were strongly suggestive of tuberous sclerosis. The relation between glomerulocystic kidney disease and tuberous sclerosis is discussed.